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The Global Wildfire Information System (GWIS)
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Wildfires: a global issue

Å Humans have co -existed with wildfire since ancient times

Å Wildfires are intrinsic to ecosystem dynamics and a tool in agricultural practices

However:

Å Fires burn approximately 400 Million ha of land every year

Å Fires emissions contribute, globally, to about 20% of greenhouse gas emissions

Å The natural dynamics of wildfires has been changed by fire exclusion policies

Å Wildfires are the cause of environmental degradation, leading to desertification is some 

regions of the world

Å Wildfires are the cause of increasing losses of human lives and economic damages
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All the above were unprecedented events! 

The intensity and impact of critical wildfires is increasing in Europe, and globally

A regional/global strategy is needed to minimize the impact of wildfires! 

Climate change is identified as the cause of recent critical fires such as:

Alaska & Indonesia (2015), 

Canada, California (2016), 

Chile, Canada, Australia, South Africa, California, Europe (2017), 

California & Europe (2018), 

Amazon, Central Africa, Artic circle (2019), 

Australia, California, west coast (USA), Amazon, Artic Circle (2020) 

California (USA), Siberia (Russia) (2021)
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European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS)
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Fire danger forecast, active fire and burnt area mapping


